
October 2013 Message of the Month
Welcome New Board Members:
Congratulations to our new executive board members and regional representatives!   
Executive Board
President

Ann McCormack –Missouri 

President-elect:

Arnette Cowan – North Carolina
Secretary: 

Stephanie Schenkel – Michigan
Regional Representatives 
Southeast Regional Representative
Mary A. Young – South Carolina
Southwest Regional Representative 
Linda Simmons – Texas
Western Regional Representative
Dustin Melton- Oregon
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The theme for the 2014 CACFP-NPA conference is “Meet me in St. Louis, Gateway to Change.”  A draft agenda has been prepared and is included with this message.  We are looking forward to a great conference.  Also attached is a “save the date” announcement for the conference.  We are seeking presenters for the sessions, so please be sure to complete the “Call for Presenters” to showcase your state’s processes and best practices.
FNS Update 

Registration is now open for the 2013 CACFP Refresher Training on recently developed guidance.  Two sessions are being held. The first is November 5-7, 2013 in Arlington, Virginia and the second is November 19-21, 2013 in Denver, Colorado. The same training is being offered at each location. Further information may be found at https://www.partnerweb.usda.gov.
Government Shutdown:
On October 11, 2013, USDA issued a Q & A stating the following:  “USDA has determined that additional funding is currently available, and is sufficient to support program activity for several months in FY 2014.  This funding is provided through a permanent appropriation supporting the Child Nutrition programs, and its availability to support Child Nutrition program obligations does not depend on further action by Congress.”  States should have been notified by now that funding is available to support operations and reimburse claims through November 2013.
In Memoriam:
It is with deep sadness that we report that our Treasurer, Connie Bell (New Mexico) passed away on October 9, 2013.  Connie will be remembered in our hearts for her dedication to the CACFP and to the NPA.
